
Lyman-Morse 55
A return to the basics of seamanlike yachts promises  
to make this vessel a worthy companion.

C
abot Lyman has cruised 
Chewink, the Seguin 49 
that he built in 1987, for 
approximately 62,000 
miles, so he knows a thing 
or two about the charac-
teristics that make a yacht 
comfortable and easy to 
run at sea, blow high, blow 
low. You’ll find that knowl-

edge distilled in the Lyman-Morse 55 (LM 55).
He poured the foundation for this yacht a few 

years ago when the yard completed New Morning, a 
custom, 54-foot, raised-salon cruiser drawn by C.W. 
Paine Yacht Design. Ed Joy, owner of  Ed Joy Design 
and formerly on Paine’s staff, was the lead designer 
on that project and continues his collaboration with 
Paine in designing this new yacht.

Although New Morning resembles Paine’s 
Bougainvillea series — mostly because of  the 
deckhouse — she and the LM 55 are beamier and 
have more total volume and a larger rig for their 
length. As New Morning proved, this hull is very fast, 
stiff, seakindly and, with the rig properly tuned, 
extremely well balanced. Good balance under the 
variety of  sail plans available to this yacht comes 
from carefully placing the keel’s center of  lateral 
resistance relative to the sail plan’s center of  effort. 
Greater in chord length and shorter in span than 
is common nowadays on fast cruisers, the keel’s 
sections and flared ballast bulb will let her sail 
a respectably tight angle to the true wind. She 

gets her seakindly motion from the underbody’s 
elliptical sections and fair waterlines. 

My mental jury continues to deliberate about 
the aesthetics of  the trunk-cabin version you see 
here versus the optional hard-dodger model you’ll 
find at yachtingmagazine.com. For now, I prefer the 
sleeker look of  my review subject. What’s not to 
like? Her subtle, springy sheer line beautifully 
connects the modest overhangs, giving her a soft, 
friendly appearance. The forward thrust of  the 
stem and transom profile share the same angle, 
creating a harmonious overall look. This may not 
be so obvious in her three-dimensional presence, 
because we’ll rarely see her from as direct a 
perspective as this drawing gives us. 

Although the sheer line does more to influence 
our perception of  a yacht’s beauty than any other 
element, the shape and height of  the trunk cabin 
follow closely behind. The design team has kept 
this one low and raked the front fascia just enough 
to fit into the yacht’s overall aesthetic. We find 
the same rake echoed in the leading edge of  the 
forward portlights. A similar theme appears back 
aft, but in the opposing direction. The after end 
of  the trunk cabin and the terminus of  the cockpit 
coaming thrust forward at an identical angle, which 
also shows up in the trailing edge of  the aftermost 
portlights and in the perimeter of  the reverse 
transom. Individual small details of  this nature may 
not stand out but, taken together, they contribute a 
great deal to the success of  the design. 

In plan view (seen from above) the trunk cabin 
narrows very little back to front and is wide enough 
to carry a tender, which is a logical and seamanlike 
approach. A soft-bottom inflatable appears on the 
deck plan. Trying to squeeze a dinghy garage into 
the stern would have compromised or eliminated 
stowage abaft the helm, possibly also interfering with 
the steering gear. Back aft, the height of  the cockpit 
coaming adds to volume in the after staterooms.

The Lyman-Morse 55 is a serious cruising 
yacht — as two pilot berths in the salon and a 
dedicated wet locker just abaft the day-head a step 
or two away from the companionway stairs attest. 
Her wonderfully handsome appearance merely 
ices the cake.  

Lyman-Morse Boatbuilding Co., 207-354-6904; 
lymanmorse.com

By 
Dennis
Caprio

Design

LOA: 56’0”
LWL: 46’11”
BEAM: 15’3½”
BEAM: 11’5” (waterline)
DRAFT: 7’6” or 6’6” (half load)
FUEL: 185 gal.
WATER: 310 gal.
DISPL.: 44,900 lb. (half load)
ENGINE: 1 x 86 hp M92B  
Perkins diesel 
SAIL AREA: 1,479 sq. ft.
SAIL AREA/DISPL. RATIO: 
18.73
DISPL./LWL RATIO: 194
BALLAST: 16,400 lb.

see More DRAWINGS AnD A GALLERy OF INTERIOR 
RENDERINGS At yachtingmagazine.com.

RENDER yOU SMITTEN

have any questions about design? 
ContaCt dennis at design@yachtingmagazine.com. C
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